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April __, 2007

Dear Editor,

As we sit with our morning coffee reading our newspaper, one person perishes every five minutes in Darfur, Sudan at the hands of the genocidal regime in Khartoum. Although the United States has declared the atrocities in Darfur to be “genocide,” we have allowed the international community to flounder in taking action to stop these atrocities. Have we forgotten the pledge we made after the Rwandan genocide of “Never Again?”   
Since February of 2003, at least 450,000 civilians have been killed in a campaign of genocide perpetrated by the Sudanese government.  Two million innocent civilians have been forced to flee their homes and more than 3.5 million men, women, and children are completely reliant on international aid for survival. Not since the Rwandan genocide of 1994 has the world seen such a calculated campaign of displacement, starvation, rape, and mass slaughter.

On April 29th, activists will gather in Boston Common at the Gazebo near the Park Street T-stop at 1 p.m. for a Die-In, Rally and March for Divestment from Sudan. Thousands will lie-down on the Common in solidarity for the victims of Darfur, dressed in white, the international color of peace. Speakers at the event will include Darfur activist Gloria White-Hammond, Massachusetts state legislators, and Panther Alier, a Southern Sudanese refugee. The rally will also feature live music, poetry, prayer, and art. Participating advocates will call on the Massachusetts community to divest personal, corporate, and state level holdings from companies whose operations in Sudan keep the genocidal Khartoum government afloat.  This rally is part of Global Days for Darfur, a week of events taking place around the world to draw attention to the genocide. 

Following the rally, participants will march to Fidelity Investments, the largest holder on the NYSE of PetroChina, whose parent company is one of the top players in Sudan’s oil industry, carrying coffins filled with petitions requesting that Fidelity withdraw this investment. Sudan’s oil revenue provides arms and funding for the militia, rather than development for the poor. Many people invest with Fidelity, but are unaware of the company’s connection to the Darfur genocide. 
Many pension funds, mutual funds and individuals are unknowingly providing revenue to the Sudanese government's heinous campaign through their investments in certain multinational companies that operate in Sudan. Sudan has been largely unresponsive to diplomatic pressure, yet responsive to economic pressure. We are already beginning to see the success of the divestment campaign; in fact, Rolls Royce (a top offender) announced recently that it will cease operations in Sudan. At this point, divestment may be our only viable answer for the people of Darfur.
Ultimately, history will judge us all either by our silence or by our actions.  I hope you will choose action by joining us on April 29th. More details are available at www.darfurdiein.org.

Sincerely,
